
 

 

  

  

    

Write to Sources 

Name 

Kyle used text evidence from two different sources to respond to the 
prompt: Add an event to the story. Describe what happens when Tomás 
visits Princess Paulina’s Pizza Palace to sell some grapes. Use details from 
both stories. 

 

 After a long, exhausting walk, Tomás and his son, Luis, were at their 
destination. Now finally standing inside Princess Paulina’s Pizza Palace, 
Luis wearily dropped the giant burlap sack of grapes he had been carrying
onto the counter. Then Paulina rushed out of the kitchen. “You’re finally 
here! I’ve been waiting weeks for your juicy grapes to make a new kind of  
pizza for Queen Zelda,” Paulina squealed. 

“Yes, it was a long walk and we’re very tired. But we would do anything  
to help you cook for the queen,” replied Tomás. 

Suddenly, Queen Zelda and Prince Drupert walked into the pizza shop for  
their weekly meal. Paulina introduced them to Tomás and Luis and then she  
ran back into the kitchen to start cooking the new style of pizza with grapes  
on top. While waiting for the pizza to cook, Luis took out his gourd drum and  
entertained the queen and prince with music. Finally, Paulina brought out the  
steaming, hot pizza covered in huge grapes and they all enjoyed it together.  

Reread the passage. Follow the directions below. 

1. Circle an example of dialogue in the story.

2. Draw a box around the descriptive details that Kyle uses to help the
reader visualize the scene.

3. Underline sequence words that show the order of events in the story.

4. Write one of the exclamatory sentences that Kyle uses on the line.
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Vocabulary 

Name  

accountable desperately humiliated self-esteem 

advise hesitated inspiration uncomfortably 

Finish each sentence using the vocabulary word provided. 

1. (desperately) Even though the girl was very tired,

2. (self-esteem)  After the boy’s team won a soccer game,

3. (inspiration) The girl’s amazing science fair project 

4. (accountable) The teacher told the students

5. (advise) I know the dentist will
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6. (uncomfortably) During the summer,

7. (hesitated)  The child walked to the edge of the pool but 

8. (humiliated) At her dance performance, the girl 
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Comprehension:  Problem and Solution Graphic Organizer 

Read the selection. Complete the problem and solution graphic  
organizer. 

Character
 

Setting
 

Problem 

Event 

Event 

Solution 
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Name 

    

Comprehension and Fluency 
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15 
30 
44 
59 
72 
85 
96 

105 
112 
116 
126 
140 
155 
170 
176 
188 
193 

207 
221 
225 
238 
246 
261 

Read the passage. Use the make predictions strategy to check your  
understanding. 

The Cyber Bully 

Every time I got on the school bus, I felt sick and got butterflies in  
my stomach. I had recently moved to a new school, and no one on the  
bus talked to me. I was certain I would never make any new friends.  
Right off the bat, the very first week of school, I was in deep trouble. 

It all started when my teacher, Mr. Evers, took us to the computer 
lab to do an assignment. I was logging in when I noticed my 
classmate, Corey, watching my fingers on the keyboard. He looked at  
me and smirked. I could tell something was wrong. 

“I know your password, Aaron,” Corey said. 
“Um…ok,” I said. 
Right away he logged into his computer using my password!  

I thought about telling Mr. Evers, but I didn’t want the other kids to  
think I was a tattle-tale. After all, I was the new kid, and I didn’t  
want to get off on the wrong foot or make a bad impression. I decided  
to just focus on my work. 

A few minutes later I heard Mr. Evers say, “Aaron? Could you  
come here for a second?” 

Just as I was getting up, I got a message. “You better keep your 
mouth shut,” it said. I couldn’t tell who it came from since it was from  
my own account. 

“What is the meaning of this e-mail you sent me?” said Mr. Evers. 
I read it but couldn’t believe my eyes! 

“But I haven’t been on e-mail at all!” I said. Then I realized that it  
was Corey using my e-mail! 

Practice • Grade 4 • Unit 1 • Week 2 13 
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Comprehension and Fluency 

“I…I…” I said. I felt like I was stuck between a rock and a hard  
place. I wanted desperately to tell the truth, but that would mean  
getting Corey into trouble. I worried about what the other students  
would think of me. I hesitated, thinking about what to do. 

“I’m sorry,” I said, deciding not to tell what happened. 
“I’m giving you detention after school today,” said Mr. Evers. 

He pulled out a pink detention slip and wrote my name on it. I felt 
humiliated as I walked back to my seat. 

When the bell rang at the end of school, everyone got up from their  
desks to leave. I stayed behind to serve detention. 

“Too bad,” Corey laughed as he was leaving. Then it hit me. Corey 
would continue to bully me if I let him. I decided to be brave. I got up 
and walked over to Mr. Evers. 

“Mr. Evers,” I said. “I have something to tell you.” I told him the 
whole truth about Corey stealing my password and using my account, 
and that I was sorry for not saying so earlier. 

“I see,” said Mr. Evers. “I would advise you to always tell the truth,  
Aaron, even if it means someone else might get in trouble. I will have 
a talk with Corey tomorrow.” 

I was still worried that the other students would be mad at me for 
telling Mr. Evers what Corey had done. But on the bus that afternoon 
a girl I recognized from my class sat next to me. 

“I heard about what happened,” she said softly. “You know you 
could have told us. No one should 
have to face a bully alone.” 

Another kid from my class 
turned around with a big grin on 
his face. 

“Alana is right,” the boy said. 
“We would have helped you. 
What are friends for? Hi, my 
name is Quentin.” 
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Comprehension: Problem and Solution and Fluency 

A. Reread the passage and answer the questions.

1. What problem does Aaron face?

2. Why is Aaron worried about telling Mr. Evers the truth?

3. What is the solution to Aaron’s problem?
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B. Work with a partner. Read the passage aloud. Pay attention to
expression and rate. Stop after one minute. Fill out the chart.

Words Read – 
Number of  

Errors 
= 

Words Correct 
Score 

First Read – = 

Second Read – = 
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Vocabulary Strategy:  Idioms 

A. Read the idioms in the box. Find and underline an idiom in each 
sentence below. Then circle the context clues that help you understand 
the idiom. 

butterflies in my stomach 

right off the bat  

between a rock and a hard place 

get off on the wrong foot 

1.	  Every time I got on the school bus, I felt sick, and got butterflies in my stomach.  
I had recently moved to a new school, and no one on the bus talked to me. I was  
certain I would never make any new friends. 

2.	  Right off the bat, the very first week of school, I was in deep trouble. 

3.  I felt like I was stuck between a rock and a hard place. I wanted desperately to  
tell the truth, but that would mean getting Corey into trouble. 

4.	  I didn’t want to get off on the wrong foot or make a bad impression. 

B. Read the sentences below. Underline each idiom. For each idiom, write 
a definition in your own words. 

1. 	 The test was a piece of cake because the questions were so easy. 

2.  He kept bothering me until I told him to cut it out.
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Long  a/Inflectional Endings 

A. Circle the word with a long a vowel sound to complete each sentence. 
Then write it on the line to complete the sentence.

1. She had a big smile on her

 face hand  

 

fan

2. The show will begin at tonight.

 nine five eight 

3. The drum  marched with the band.

 major manner jam 

4. My feet  after walking so much!

 halt ache sleep 

5. The cars stopped at the

 cattle 

 crossing.

railway street 

B. Circle the correct form of the verb in the right column. Then match the 
verb in the left column to its correct form.

  Verb  Verb  +  -ed  or -ing 

1. dive createing / creating 

2. shake carved / carveed 

3. believe diving / diveing 

4. create shacking / shaking 

5. carve believeed / believed 
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Comprehension and Fluency 

Name 

Read the passage. Use the reread strategy to check your  
understanding. 

Rising Waters 

Have you ever been in an earthquake or a tornado? These things 
may never happen where you live. But flooding is something that can 
happen in almost every part of the United States. Not all floods are 
alike. Some floods happen over many days. A flash flood can happen 
in minutes. Learning about floods can help you stay safe. 

12 
24 
37 
49 

59 

63 
76 
90 

102 
113 
125 
127 
138 
149 
161 
174 
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Why Do Floods Happen? 

There are two types of floods. The first type happens when a river 
has too much water. The water in a river rises over the river’s banks.  
This might happen because storms have caused too much rain to fall. 
In rivers near mountains, melting snow can also cause floods. Warm  
weather can quickly melt the snow. The water flows down to flood 
the rivers. 

The second type of flood happens when seawater is pushed onto  
the land. This can happen during a hurricane. Strong winds blow  
water onto the land. Earthquakes can also cause this kind of flooding.  
The sudden movement of the ground can cause walls of water to rush  
toward the shore. 

 23 
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Comprehension and Fluency 

What Happens Next? 

There can be many problems after a flood. If a farm floods, the  
water can drown the crops. This means that there will be less food for  
people to eat. Floods also cause damage to buildings and bridges. They  
can even wash away entire roads! This can make it hard for rescue  
workers to help people who are trapped by the water. But it is important  
to get food and drinking water to people during a flood. Everything  
they own may have been washed away. Or it might be covered in dirt.  
Sewers can overflow and make drinking water dirty. This makes it  
unsafe. Without clean food and water, people can get sick.  

How Do People Avoid Floods? 

All over the world, 
people work to avoid 
flooding. In many  
countries, people build 
walls to keep water away  
from the land. In one 
part of England, there is  
a large metal wall across  
a river. The wall is raised 
when the sea level gets  
too high. This keeps 
the river from flooding. 
In the United States, many towns have sold part of their land. The 
government used that land to create wetlands. These wetlands act 
like sponges that absorb water from floods. This helps stop the water 
from reaching towns and damaging them. 

Floods can be scary, but flooding does not last forever. People  
are working to make floods less harmful to buildings, land, and 
themselves. Knowing how floods happen can help keep you safe. 
Being ready can help you stay safe too.  

C
o
p
yrig

ht ©
 M

cG
ra

w
-H

ill Ed
u
ca

tio
n 

D
A

 ecivrS e

 Uf  Sn o oy i

s
te va

t

r r

u e

o s
n c,sst s 

C
o

e e

 B cr

n u

n oy s

 L e

y l R

o
 b art uo t

ah
P N

24  Practice • Grade 4 • Unit 1 • Week 3 



Name 

    

  

  

  

 

Comprehension:  Compare and Contrast and Fluency 

A. Reread the passage and answer the questions.

1. What are the two things being compared in the second and third
paragraphs?

2. 

 

What do these two things have in common?

  

  

  

  

  

3. How are these two things different?
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B. Work with a partner. Read the passage aloud. Pay attention to
accuracy. Stop after one minute. Fill out the chart.

Words Read – 
Number of  

Errors 
= 

Words Correct 
Score 

First Read – = 

Second Read – = 
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Spelling: Open Syllables

1. s   ence

2. b   ond

3. cl   er

 4. r   or

 5. d   er

 6. t   ip

 7. v   o

 8. b   ide

 9. pr   ent

 10. st   en

11. f   ous

12. c   er

13. d   ay

14. r   ar

15. s   et

16. d   end

17. sp   en

18. v   ancy

19. d   and

20. b   on

B. Write these spelling words in alphabetical order. Alphabetize them to the 
third letter. clover, delay, cider, defend, demand

21 . 

22. 

23. 

24. 

25. 

famous beside demand bison clover
radar beyond prevent diver spoken
razor defend secret cider stolen
vacancy delay veto silence tulip

A. Fill in the missing letters of each word to form a spelling word.
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The California Gold Rush 
The California Gold Rush was a period between 1848 and 1855 when gold 
was discovered in California. The first gold was found by a man named 
James Marshall at Sutter’s Mill near Coloma. John Sutter had hired 
Marshall to build a sawmill. While he was working, Marshall found shiny 
flakes of gold in the river. Marshall and Sutter tried to keep the gold a 
secret, but soon word got around. Before the Gold Rush was over, 300,000 
people would “rush” to California in hopes of 
getting rich by finding gold. Because the rush to 
California really began to grow in 1849, the 
prospectors were nicknamed “the forty-niners.” 

Some of these first prospectors did find gold and 
make some significant money — up to ten times 
a day what they might have made working 
regular jobs. But these prospectors needed both 
food and supplies, and the business owners that 
provided these necessities often made more money than the miners. 

The first miners “panned” for gold in water. They would scoop alluvial 
deposits from the river or creek bed (which could include fine particles of 
silt and clay and larger particles of sand and gravel) into the pan and 
then gently shake it. Because gold has a higher specific gravity than some 
of the other materials, which would spill out over the edge, any gold in the 
deposit would remain in the bottom of the pan. Later miners use more 
complex methods that required them to work together. 

When many miners showed up at one place where gold was rumored to 
have been found, their camps sometimes grew quickly into towns called 
Boomtowns. The current city of San Francisco, a small town of 1,000 
people, became a boomtown as its population grew to 30,000. But not all 
boomtowns survived beyond the gold rush and some of them became 
ghost towns — buildings stood, but no one lived there anymore.  
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QUESTIONS: The California Gold Rush 
Circle the correct answer. 

 

1.  Who first discovered the gold at Sutter’s Mill? 
A. John Sutter 
B. James Marshall 
C. the forty-niners 
D. Coloma 

 

2.  Who often made the most money during the Gold Rush? 
A. the forty-niners 
B. those who strictly panned for gold 
C. business owners who sold supplies to the miners 
D. John Sutter 

 

3.  Why does panning for gold work? 
A. most gold was found in the water 
B. gold has a higher specific gravity than some of the other materials 
C. people could do it without help 
D. it didn’t require expensive tools 

 

4.  Camps that grew quickly into towns were called: 
A. ghost towns 
B. rumor mills 
C. boomtowns 
D. forty-niners 

 

5.  What is a ghost town? 
A. buildings stand but no one lives there anymore 
B. camps that grew quickly into towns 
C. towns filled with forty-niners 
D. towns whose population grew dramatically
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The Forty-Niners 
The California Gold Rush was a period between 
1848 and 1855 when gold was discovered in 
California. An estimated 300,000 people moved 
to California during this time. Because the migration really took off in 1849, 
the prospectors were nicknamed “the forty-niners.” 

The first forty-niners were California residents who began searching for 
gold in the spring of 1848. In many cases, entire families panned for gold 
together. News about the Gold Rush spread slowly. The first to arrive from 
outside of California came from Oregon, the Sandwich Islands, Mexico, 
Peru, and Chile — about 6,000 people by the end of 1848. These first 
prospectors found a lot of easily accessible gold, and it was not 
uncommon for them to make 10 to 15 times a day what they might have 
made at their ordinary jobs. 

By 1849, news of the Gold Rush had gone global. People began arriving 
from all over the world. An estimated 90,000 forty-niners migrated to 
California in 1849. Over half of the forty-niners were Americans. Some of 
the forty-niners were women, but not many. Only 700 of the 40,000 people 
who came to San Francisco in 1849 were women. Some came with their 
husbands; others came for adventure and economic opportunity. In the 
first years, over 20,000 people arrived in San Francisco. Once a small town 
of 1,000 people, San Francisco became a boomtown as its population 
grew. By 1855, an estimated 300,000 people — prospectors, businessmen, 
and immigrants — had arrived in California.  

The Gold Rush was also a dangerous time. Many of the forty-niners died 
from accidents and disease. Chinese miners were frequently victims of 
racism and violence, and animosity that began during this time led to the 
Foreign Miner’s Tax (a twenty-dollar-per-month tax on each foreigner 
engaged in mining) and eventually to the Chinese Exclusion Act (an 1882 
law that prohibited immigration from China for 10 years).  
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QUESTIONS: The Forty-Niners 
Circle the correct answer. 

1.  Why were the people who looked for gold called forty-niners? 
A. forty-nine percent of them got rich 
B. 49,000 people rushed to California in 1849 
C. gold was first discovered in 1849 
D. the migration to California to look for gold really took off in 1849 

 
2.  The first forty-niners were from: 

A. Oregon 
B. California 
C. Mexico 
D. Peru and Chile 

 
3.  Many of the early prospectors made ________ times a day what they might 

have made at their ordinary jobs. 
A. 10 
B. 15 
C. 10 to 15 
D. 20 

 
4.  Of the 40,000 people who came to San Francisco in 1849, how many were 

women? 
A. 20,000 
B. 1,000 
C. 400 
D. none  

 
5.  What dangers did the miners face during the Gold Rush? 

A. accidents and disease 
B. racism and violence 
C. animosity 
D. all of the above

https://www.easyteacherworksheets.com/�


Name                                                    The Gold Rush 

© www.EasyTeacherWorksheets.com 

Sutter’s Mill and the California Gold Rush 
The California Gold Rush began at Sutter’s Mill near Coloma, California. 
John Sutter had left a wife, children, and financial failure behind in his 
native Switzerland in search of a better life. After arriving in California in 
1839, Sutter talked the Mexican governor into granting him lands where 
the Sacramento River met the American River. There, he established a 
colony named Nueva Helvetia (New Switzerland), which would eventually 
become Sacramento. Though in enormous debt, he built “Sutter’s Fort” 
(1841), set up frontier industries, and provided both hospitality and 
employment to traders, trappers, and immigrants. 

In 1848, John Marshall was a foreman working to 
build a water-powered sawmill for James Sutter 
when he spotted shiny flakes of gold on the banks 
of the nearby American River. He took the flakes 
to Sutter, and they tested it to confirm that it was 
real gold. Anxious that his land not be overrun 
and destroyed by opportunists, Sutter tried to keep the gold a secret. But 
rumors spread through the Coloma and eventually through the state. 
Soon, prospectors were showing up in the area around Sutter’s Mill with 
pickaxes and pans. 

While many people — both prospectors and the merchants who supplied 
them — profited during the Gold Rush, the discovery of gold on his land 
eventually ruined Sutter. Workers abandoned the colony. Prospectors and 
squatters stole and destroyed his property and his livestock. The U.S. courts 
refused to recognize Sutter’s title to the land Mexico had granted him, 
and he was bankrupt by 1852. 

In 1864, Sutter was granted a monthly pension by the California legislature 
as a reimbursement for the taxes he had paid on the land. The following 
year, however, his home was destroyed by arsonists. By 1871 Sutter had 
settled in Pennsylvania. From there he continued — unsuccessfully — to 
petition the U.S. Congress to compensate him for his losses.     
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QUESTIONS: Sutter’s Mill and the California Gold Rush 
 

1. Where did the California Gold Rush begin? 

2. How did Sutter come by the land he owned in California? 

3. The colony Sutter established eventually became what city? 

4. Who was John Marshall? 

5. Why did Sutter want to keep the gold a secret? 

6. What was the effect on Sutter of the discovery of gold on his land? 

7. Why did Sutter lost his land? 

8. Why was Sutter was granted a monthly pension by the California 
legislature? 

9. Did Sutter ever get compensated for his losses? 
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